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Foreign Citizen Spouse’s Name: 






U.S. Citizen/GC Spouse’s Name: 





POST MARRIAGE EVIDENCE CHECKLIST
Instructions – please read carefully before you begin collecting the evidence:

1. Please provide the applicable evidence listed below from the date of marriage to the present date for each month from the date of the marriage (or earliest available) to the present date. For some items, you may not have them from the date of marriage, if you intend to collect these items then please do so from the earliest possible after the marriage. All documents must be in English or the foreign language document must be accompanied with an English translation, you may obtain certified translations from a translation service of your choice with experience in translations for USCIS, we have used the following service in the past https://jrlanguage.com/. All photos must be printed on 8.5” x 11” (letter size) paper in color and must be clear (not blurry), you can print more than one photo of the same category on a page (e.g. you can print more than one wedding ceremony photo on the same page). 
2. We recommend that you continue to collect and retain any applicable evidence until foreign spouse gets a 10-year valid green card, and if the foreign spouse plans on becoming a U.S. citizen, then continue to collect such evidence until the foreign spouse becomes a U.S. citizen.
3. If the employer of a spouse provides certain employee benefits, such as life insurance, medical insurance, 401K plan, etc. if you so desire, you may want to consider contacting the HR at the employer and add your spouse as a beneficiary.

4. Based on our prior experience, we have seen that USCIS does place importance on the following types of evidence: 
a. Joint financial matters, for e.g., jointly filed taxes, joint bank accounts, joint credit cards, joint debit cards, joint medical and other insurances, etc., and it is also common for couples to jointly filed taxes after marriage, and to establish joint bank accounts, joint credit cards, joint debit cards, insurances, etc. soon after marriage and collect these statements as evidence of a bona fide marriage;

b. Photographs of the marriage ceremony and life together as a couple e.g. on vacation, dates (at dinner, in the park, at the beach, at a show), with friends/family, at social and religious event; and
c. Evidence of living together, e.g., leases with both spouses, rent payment from a joint account, property ownership deed with both names, mortgage loan documents with both spouses, mortgage payments from a joint bank account, home owner or renters insurance with both spouses on it, driver licenses of both spouses showing the same address, etc., and most couples begin living together before or soon after marriage and are able to collect the applicable evidence. Please make sure your address are updated with all relevant agencies/entities to reflect the same address together (e.g. DMV (driver license), employer, housing authority (if applicable), etc.)
5. Below you will find a checklist of evidence. Please note that you may not have all of the items listed below, and newlywed couples will have fewer than those who have been married for a longer period. The list is large so that you can select which ones you have. Also, you can provide evidence of U.S. or foreign bank, investment accounts, insurances, jointly owned properties etc., especially if your spouse is still currently living abroad. Please provide us with the evidence that you have available based on your marital relationship and your factual circumstances.

6. The following Item #s below may be applicable if one spouse is currently living abroad (depending upon the circumstances of the couple): 4, 5, 13, 17, 18, 19, 23, 24, 27, 28, 31, 33, 36, 40.
7. If the married couple is currently living apart in the U.S., then in addition to the other Items below, please ensure to specially focus on Item# 23 below.

8. Based on our prior experience, newly married couples have been able to provide the following types of evidence by doing the below:

a. Opening joint bank accounts or adding one spouse to an executing bank account of the other spouse, and also getting debit cards for this account in both spouses' names (see item #1 and #3 below).
b. Adding one spouse as an Authorized User to an existing credit card of the other spouse (see item #2 below).
c. Adding one spouse to the lease of the other spouse or getting a letter from the building management or neighbors stating that they lie together (see items #8, #21 and #30 below).
d. Changing the driver's license or non-driver state ID address of the spouses to ensure that both have the same address on their driver's license or non-driver state ID where they live together (see item #7 below).
e. Adding both spouses to the rental insurance or homeowner's insurance policy (see item #38 below); renter's insurance policies are usually very inexpensive (generally $100 to $200 a year).
f. Purchasing life insurance (even if for a low amount) and designating the other spouse as a beneficiary; for example, term life policies, which are usually very inexpensive (see item #13 below).
g. Adding the spouse as a beneficiary to benefits provided from an employer of the other spouse (e.g. 401K, retirement plan, medical insurance) (see item #9 below).
h. Adding the spouse to the other spouse's medical, dental or vision insurance plans (see item #9 below).
i. Executing healthcare proxies (see item #27 below).
j. Providing notarized affidavits of close friends or family (see item #19 below).
k. Transferring one spouse’s phone number to the cell phone account of the other spouse, so that both spouses have a joint cell phone account (see item #16 below).
l. Adding one spouse to the Internet, cable/satellite TV account of the other spouse (see item #15 below).
m. Adding one spouse to the utility bills of the other spouse (see item #14 below).
n. Adding one spouse to the auto insurance policy of the other spouse (see item #11 below).
o. Providing photographs of both spouses together (see item #4 below).
p. Providing evidence of travel or vacations together (see item #5 below).
q. Filing joint income taxes when taxes are due and if eligible (see item #6 below).
Below are examples of evidence to prove a bona fide marriage. Please check-off which of the below evidence you are providing and return such evidence with this checklist. 

	No.
	Evidence


	Mark “X” if provided

	1.

	Joint bank account statements (checking/savings) showing regularly activity (deposits made, withdrawals made, bills paid). This means the bank statement has both spouse names listed. 
	

	2.
	Joint credit card statements showing names of both spouses (this can also be the credit card account of one spouse but where the other spouse has been issued an additional card or authorized user card, in which case provide a copy of both spouses’ credit cards in addition to the statements). This means the credit card statement has both spouse names listed or if only one spouse is listed, the other spouse has an authorized use card linked the account.
	

	3.

	Joint debit cards both spouses having debit cards on the same account. Provide a copy of the debit cards of both spouses showing the same number, or a document showing both cards associated to one account.
	

	4.
	Photos of both spouses together as a couple of vacation, time together (beach, park, dates) events, occasions with family/friends (try to print out with date/location stamp). Ensure there are a variety of pictures are of the two of you as a couple, the two of you with friends and family, taken during different seasons (summer with short sleeve clothes, winter with sweaters, etc.), taken during different holidays (Christmas with decorations, July 4th barbeque, etc.), taken at different locations or destinations. Provide about 10 to 12 photos at least.
	

	5.
	Vacation/trips bookings, receipts, tickets with names of both spouses (even day trips). 
	

	6.
	Joint tax returns or tax transcripts filed as spouses – for each year after marriage (note: newlywed couples won’t have this item until the first tax filing is due after their marriage). You can obtain tax transcripts at https://www.irs.gov/individuals/get-transcript. This tax returns have both spouse names listed.
	

	7.
	Copy of driver license of both spouses with same home address. 
	

	8.
	Lease with both spouses listed on the lease. 
	

	9.
	Joint medical, dental, and/or vision insurance policy with both spouses listed on the same policy or account.
	

	10.


	Joint investment/stock accounts, for e.g. E-Trade, Scott Trade, etc. (even if small amounts) with both spouses listed on the same account.
	

	11.
	Auto insurance policy with both spouses listed on the same policy.
	

	12.
	IRA/401K account documents showing the other spouse as a beneficiary with both spouses listed on the same account.
	

	13.
	Life insurance policy naming the other spouse as a beneficiary, regardless of the amount (some couples may have a small policy). Many employers provide some coverage and some couples purchase coverage online, for example from sites like https://www.policygenius.com/life-insurance/ or https://www.selectquote.com/ or https://www.sofi.com/ 
	

	14.
	Utility bills with both spouses listed on the same account or bill, such as eclectic bill, gas bill, water bill, sewer bill. If one spouse cannot be added to the bill as yet because they do not have a social security number, then add their name to the address field as “c/o” or “care of” so that their name is reflected on the bill.
	

	15.
	Internet, cable/satellite TV bills with both spouses listed on the same account or bill. If one spouse cannot be added to the bill as yet because they do not have a social security number, then add their name to the address field as “c/o” or “care of” so that their name is reflected on the bill.
	

	16.
	Cell phone bills with both spouses listed on the same account. If one spouse cannot be added to the bill as yet because they do not have a social security number, then add their name to the address field as “c/o” or “care of” so that their name is reflected on the bill.
	

	17.
	If pregnant with the spouse’s child or attempting pregnancy (with medical assistance) provide medical documentation or a letter from the doctor listing names of both spouses.
	

	18.
	If you have one or more children together, provide birth certificates of the children with both spouses listed as parents. 
	

	19.


	Notarized affidavits of close friends or family attesting to a bona fide marriage between spouses – preferable someone who attended the marriage and has regular contact with both spouses. You can generate affidavits from our online tool: https://immlegal.com/bmat/ 
	

	20.
	Property ownership deed with both spouses listed as owners on the deed.
	

	21.
	Letter from building management attesting that both spouses reside at the same residence. Must have the full name, contact information, title and signature of the signor. You can generate a sample letter here: https://immlegal.com/llt
	

	22.
	Photo of the mailbox or apartment building directory with names of both spouses on mailbox showing both spouses receiving mailing at the same address.
	

	23.


	If one spouse travels, or is still abroad or lives in another location although both spouses are in the U.S., then provide proof of communication (phone records, emails) or meetings (plane ticket, gas/toll receipts, credit card receipts of dinners, events together), photographs of meetings (try to print out with date/location stamp – your smart phone has an option to show the date, time and location of photos, make sure that is enabled). 
Note that if both spouses are in the U.S. but not living together yet, then you may want to provide USCIS with a written reason in a letter or an Affidavit, you can generate one using our tool https://immlegal.com/srlt , also collect evidence of reason for living apart (such as work or school in a different city, currently looking for a suitable place together, taking care of a sick family member, etc. and evidence of such – employment verification letter, pay statements, school transcripts, evidence of ill family member, proof of looking for a suitable place together (such as letter from a real estate agent, rental applications submitted, emails to landlords, future lease entered into, rent deposit paid, etc.), current residences of both are not suitable for the couple (evidence of size of current residence – photos, lease, evidence of roommates, evidence of restrictions, evidence of living in a college dorm, etc.).
	

	24.
	Will of one or both spouses, naming the other spouse as beneficiary.
	

	25.
	Homeowner’s insurance policy with both spouses listed on the same policy.
	

	26.
	Joint bank lockbox account documents where valuables are stored with both spouses listed on the same account.
	

	27.


	Healthcare proxy showing other spouse having right to make medical decisions.  A sample is available here: https://www.health.ny.gov/publications/1430.pdf  or https://www.nj.gov/health/advancedirective/documents/proxy_directive.pdf
	

	28.


	If attempting to adopt a child or have adopted a child together provide evidence of the adoption with names of both spouses listed, such as application or contract with adoption agency, proof of adoption, court order of adoption.
	

	29.
	Property mortgage with both spouses listed with both spouses listed on the same account.
	

	30.
	Notarized affidavits of neighbors that both spouses reside at the same residence/have a spousal relationship. You can generate affidavits from our online tool: https://immlegal.com/bmat/
	

	31.
	Proof of any money transferred from one spouse to the spouse to support him/her while he/she was abroad, such as evidence of bank wire transfer, western union transfers, etc.
	

	32.
	Property tax bill with both spouses listed on the same tax bill.
	

	33.
	Proof of gifts given to each other – e.g. jewelry, property, watches, money, stocks, etc. such as pictures of the gift, receipts, credit card bills, a copy of checks used to pay. 
	

	34.
	Home Owner’s Association (HOA) fees bills with both spouses listed on the same bill.
	

	35.
	Automobile joint ownership or lease – with both spouse names listed on the same account.
	

	36.
	A valid Marriage Certificate (U.S. or foreign) of the couple’s marriage.
	

	37.
	If either of the spouses have been previously, then you must provide the Marriage Certificates and Divorce Decree for every prior marriage.
	

	38.
	Renter’s insurance policy with both spouses listed on the same policy.
	

	39.
	Joint loans documents or statements listing both spouses on the same account, such as personal loans, small business loans, student loans, auto loans, etc. (please indicate the type of loan applicable to you).
	

	40.
	Photos of your wedding ceremony – examples of good photos are one or two photos of the actual ceremony (such as exchange rings, taking vows, performing religious acts, in front of the judge or marriage official for civil marriages), one or two photos with family, friends, witnesses, one or two photos showing wedding celebrations (like making a toast, at a wedding feast). Provide 5 to 6 photos of your wedding ceremony.
	

	41.
	[Other – please specify]
	


You may also have other types of evidences not listed above, please collect them too, list them in item# 41 “Other” and discuss them with us. 

Please note that the information here is general information that is applicable to many married couple. Joining finances and investments may have other legal and tax consequences (which you should inquire into with the appropriate professionals), and we are not advocating that you do so for immigration purposes. We are only providing you a list here of the common evidence used to prove a bona fide marriage in immigration cases (with samples, links, examples and other resource which are solely for informational purposes), and asking you to provide the ones that you have chosen to collect based on your relationship and circumstances. 
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